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Production Begins Fall 2016 
 

OVERVIEW 
What do you think of when you hear the word “grit?”  Toughness?  Resilience?  
Determination? 
 
Clearly we can understand this personality trait – we saw it in our Holocaust survivors 
and the Greatest Generation, who withstood the Great Depression and WWII.  But what 
about today?  Where do we see this trait in our everyday life?  How does it become 
ingrained in our personality?  Are we born with it, a deep-sown urge to “dig in,” 
necessary to survive in the most unforgiving circumstances?  Or is it a perspective we 
must learn from the outside in, be it from our parents or whatever life experiences are 
thrown our way?  What lessons can be learned from those that possess true grit? 
 
We will explore “Grit” through the lives of people worldwide who have had to develop a 
“never give up” attitude to survive.  We will ask professionals from psychology, 
philosophy, economics and social science to help us understand how this hard-won but 
enviable character trait can benefit us all. We will travel around the world to explore the 
personal lives and societies that - despite seemingly insurmountable challenges - are 
still characterized by a sense of joy and determination. 
 
Our hopes are that through the film’s real-life stories, we will inspire people young and 
old to withstand any challenge with perseverance, with inspiration, with 
motivation…with Grit. 
 
This project will be a 2-hour PBS broadcast with a 90-minute theatrical version for 
festival submission and wide distribution. After production is complete, the film will be 
screened at community leader/media premieres in the Detroit Area. 
 
To learn more about the film and watch a trailer, visit www.thegritfilm.com.  
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Community Supporter 
$1,500.00 

 
What do you think of when you hear the word “grit?”  Toughness?  Resilience?  Determination? 
Where do we see this trait in our everyday life?  How does it become ingrained in our 
personality?  Are we born with it, a deep-sown urge to “dig in,” necessary to survive in the most 
unforgiving circumstances?  Or is it a perspective we must learn from the outside in, be it from 
our parents or whatever life experiences are thrown our way?  What lessons can be learned 
from those that possess true grit? 
 
In this two-hour documentary for PBS by eleven-time Emmy Award-winning 
director/producer Keith Famie, we will explore “Grit” through the lives of people worldwide 
who have had to develop a “never give up” attitude to survive.  We will ask professionals to help 
us understand how this hard-won but enviable character trait can benefit us all. 
 
Grit will be submitted into several major film festivals as well as presented at 
media/community leader events in Michigan. The film will also be offered to PBS Michigan as 
the launch station. 
 

As a Community Supporter, you will receive and be recognized in the following 
manner: 

• You or your corporation will be thanked in a special section of the credits of the film.   

• You or your corporation will be thanked in the 4-color printed program booklet for the 
media premiere celebration. 

• You or your corporation will also be thanked on the front page of the Grit production 
website. 

• You or your corporation will receive six (6) VIP tickets to the media/corporate leader 
celebration.   

 
 
 

Note: You will be able to write your check to Urban Communications Group, a 501(c)(3) 
whose mission is to produce educational human interest stories.   

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Production Supporter 
$500.00 

 
What do you think of when you hear the word “grit?”  Toughness?  Resilience?  Determination? 
Where do we see this trait in our everyday life?  How does it become ingrained in our 
personality?  Are we born with it, a deep-sown urge to “dig in,” necessary to survive in the most 
unforgiving circumstances?  Or is it a perspective we must learn from the outside in, be it from 
our parents or whatever life experiences are thrown our way?  What lessons can be learned 
from those that possess true grit? 
 
In this two-hour documentary for PBS by eleven-time Emmy Award-winning 
director/producer Keith Famie, we will explore “Grit” through the lives of people worldwide 
who have had to develop a “never give up” attitude to survive.  We will ask professionals to help 
us understand how this hard-won but enviable character trait can benefit us all. 
 
Grit will be submitted into several major film festivals as well as presented at 
media/community leader events in Michigan. The film will also be offered to PBS Michigan as 
the launch station. 
 

As a Production Supporter, you will receive and be recognized in the following 
manner: 

• You or your corporation will be thanked in a special section of the credits of the film.   

• You or your corporation will also be thanked on the front page of the Grit production 
website. 

• You or your corporation will receive two (2) VIP tickets to the media/corporate leader 
celebration.   

 

 

 

Note: You will be able to write your check to Urban Communications Group, a 501(c)(3) 
whose mission is to produce educational human interest stories.   
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Support Form 
 
YES!  I would like to support Grit, the documentary film by Visionalist Entertainment 
Productions. 
 
I understand that by supporting Grit, I will also be supporting Urban Communications, 
a nonprofit organization dedicating to connecting community sponsors with socially-
conscious storytelling.  I acknowledge that my contribution will support Urban 
Communications both financially as well as through the media attention received by Grit. 
 
All checks are written to Urban Communications. 
 
You can mail form and check to:! 
Visionalist Entertainment Productions 
28345 Beck Rd. Ste. 404 
Wixom, MI 48393 
 
 
Enclosed is my support check of $   written to      
 
 
NAME             
 
ADDRESS            
 
CITY/STATE/ZIP           
 
PHONE      EMAIL      
 

Thank you for supporting Grit and Urban Communications. 
 

Urban Communications is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization focused on rich, moving 
and educational human-centered documentary filmmaking. 
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Urban Communications Group 

 
Collaboration with 

 
Visionalist Entertainment Productions 

 
Urban Communications Group was formed in 1979 by one of Michigan’s 
most celebrated filmmakers, Sue Marx.  The tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) media non-
profit was created to produce educational films, videos and other media in the 
public interest in an effort to bring wider exposure to stories and ideas that Marx 
felt to be significant, though not necessarily popular.  Through their commitment 
to high standards and artistic quality, Urban Communications Group’s 
productions have received wide recognition and are in national and international 
distribution. 
 
Visionalist Entertainment Productions began in 1997 when then-celebrity 
chef Keith Famie began producing a high-energy cooking news segment for Fox 
News and WDIV-TV 4.  This led to a travel cooking series on the Food Network.  
Famie eventually decided to walk away from the “Adventure Chef” persona to 
start a new life producing human-centered documentaries. His films and 
television series for PBS, centered on telling touching and informative personal 
stories and featuring some of the nation’s most renowned professionals, have 
plumbed the depths of the immigrant experience and shed new light on 
uncomfortable subjects such as aging and mental illness.  Keith and his team 
have been fortunate enough to receive 11 Michigan Emmys for their socially-
conscious filmmaking. 
 
In order to increase access to funding and raise awareness for their projects, 
Urban Communications Group and Visionalist Entertainment Production joined 
forces in 2016.  Under this arrangement, Visionalist Entertainment Productions 
is able to reach a wider range of sponsors and supporters by virtue of its 
affiliation with a tax exempt 501(c)(3), and Urban Communications Group has 
access to a vibrant, contemporary production studio with which to pursue its 
charitable mission. 
 
Urban Communications Group and Visionalist Entertainment Productions share 
a passion for real-life stories that have the capacity to change minds and hearts.  
Unfortunately, such stories are often overlooked by potential sponsors.  Together, 
these two organizations are able to collaborate to create films and series that will 
move, inspire, and change people’s lives. 


